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Aims and Objectives

1. Be given an understanding of what 
content is new on the 2015 specification

2. Have the opportunity to focus on the AS / 
Year 1 and A / Year 2 studies with 
approaches to teaching the studies

3. Have the opportunity to focus on the AS / 
Year 1 and A / Year 2 theories with 
approaches to teaching the theories

4. Have the opportunity to network with 
other teachers

.
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Session Agenda
09.30 – 10.00: Welcome and Tea & Coffee

10.00 – 10.15: Agenda & Introductions

10.15 – 11.00: SECTION ONE: New studies and theories on the 2015 specification

11.00 – 11.30: SECTION TWO: Studies

11.30 – 11.45: Tea & Coffee break

11.45 – 12.30: SECTION TWO: Continued

12.30 – 13.15: Lunch

13.15 – 14.00: SECTION THREE: Theories / explanations

14.00 – 14.15: Tea & Coffee break

14.15 – 15.00: SECTION THREE: Theories / explanations continued

SECTION FOUR: Assessment of studies and theories / explanations

15.00 – 15.15: Support and contacts

15.15 – 15.30: Review and Questions
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Section one: 
New studies and 

theories on the 2015 
specification



New studies and theories on the 
2015 specification

See updated Specification and 
Getting Started Guide pg. 11-19



A-level Assessment Objectives (AOs)



Section two: 
Studies and AOs



SECTION TWO: Studies and AOs

AO1
Accurate recall of any element of the study
Elements include aim(s), procedure, findings, conclusion(s)

AO2
Application of the study to a novel scenario
Application to another concept in Issues and Debates

AO3
Judgements about strengths and weaknesses of the study
Refining and improving the study



SECTION TWO: 
Possible approaches to delivering studies
1. Use the original journal article if possible.

2. There are two endorsed text books and some student guides but double 
check accuracy before use.

3. Conduct a partial/full replication.

4. Use videos to show clips of the study or the relevance of what the study is 
testing.

5. Students could draw a storyboard of the study. These can be cut out and 
then used for a revision task later where they can be sorted from start to 
finish.

6. Students could act the study out.

7. Use quiz and directed questioning to check understanding.

8. Use APFC for AO1, PEA for AO2, and GRAVE for AO3.



Year 1 / AS level: Key studies

Social Cognitive Biological Learning

Milgram’s
research into 
obedience

Baddeley (1966b) Raine et al. 
(1997)

Watson and 
Rayner (1920)

Milgram’s
variations Case study of HM Twin study Pavlov (1927)

Sherif et al. 
(1954/1961)

Schmolck et al. 
(2002)

Steyvers and 
Hemmer (2012)

Sebastián and 
Hernández-Gil 
(2012)

Adoption study Bandura (1961, 
1963) and (1965)

Burger (2009) 

Reicher and 
Haslam (2006)

Cohrs et al. 
(2012)

Li et al. (2013)
Brengden et al. 
(2005)
Van den Oever et 
al. (2008)

Becker et al. 
(2002)
Bastian et al. 
(2011)
Capafóns et al. 
(1998)



Activity 1

Carry out the partial replication of 
Baddeley (1966b) experiment 1 in 
small groups.

Now plan a lesson using the 
replication.



Delegate Feedback



Year 2 / A level: Key studies
Clinical Criminological Child Health

Rosenhan (1973)
Loftus and Palmer 
(1974)

van IJzendoorn 
and Kroonenberg 
(1988) Olds and Milner 

(1954)
BowlbyCarlsson et al. 

(1999) Ainsworth

A case study Bradbury M D and 
Williams, M R 
(2013)
Valentine T and 
Mesout J (2009)
Howells et al. 
(2005)

Cassibba et al. 
(2013)
Gagnon-
Oosterwaal et al. 
(2012)
Li et al. (2013)

Mundt et al. 
(2012)
Dixit et al. (2012)
Pengpid et al. 
(2013)

An interview

One 
contemporary 
study



Activity 2

Use the summary of Rosenhan (1973) (and 
any prior knowledge of the study) to plan a 
lesson for this Classic Study in the 2015 
specification.

Share ideas and collaborate to come up with 
the plan.



Delegate Feedback



Section three: 
Theories/explanations 

and AOs



SECTION THREE:
Theories/explanations and AOs
AO1
Accurate recall and explanation of assumptions and key terms within the 
theory. Relevant examples can be used to explain concepts as 
appropriate

AO2
Application of the theory to a novel scenario
Application to another concept in Issues and Debates

AO3
Judgements about strengths and weaknesses of the theory
Refining and improving the theory



SECTION THREE: 
Possible approaches to delivering theories
1. Use the original journal article if possible.

2. There are two endorsed text books and some student guides but 
double check accuracy before use.

3. Use videos to show the relevance of the theory to the real world.

4. Use diagrams from the original journals (or text books if they are 
accurate) to show how the theory works.

5. Use quiz and directed questioning to check understanding.

6. Ask students to compare theories to check understanding.

7. Use assumptions and key terms (including examples) for AO1, PEA 
for AO2, and SODA for AO3.



Theory – knowledge and understanding

• How does the theory assume the concept is caused?
• Prejudice is caused by in-groups and out-groups (+ 

elaboration)
Assumptions of 

the theory

• Define the first key term and give a suitable example.
• Social categorisation is the splitting of groups (+ elaboration)
• An example is different football teams (+ elaboration)

Key term 1

• Define the second key term and give a suitable example.
• Social identification is where members of the group act 

consistent to group norms (+ elaboration)
• An example is football fans who their team shirts and sing 

songs (+ elaboration)

Key term 2

• Define the third key term and give a suitable example.
• Social comparison is where members of the group compare 

themselves favourably to the out-group (+ elaboration)
• An example is football fans who say other teams cheat (+ 

elaboration)

Key term 3



Theory - application

Point

• Identify the relevant part of the theory
• e.g. Immediacy could explain why Emma would obey the police 

officer

Evidence

• Define the key term or concept from the theory
• Immediacy refers to how close in space or time the social source 

is to the individual

Apply

• Link the key term to the scenario in a relevant way
• The police officer was stood next to Emma so she followed the 

order as there were no barriers



Theory – strengths and weaknesses

Supporting 
evidence

Milgram (1963) 
found that...

This supports 
agency theory 

because...

Opposing 
evidence

Humans are not 
passive 

individuals...

This refutes 
agency theory 

because...

Different 
theories

Social impact 
theory 

suggests...

This is different to 
agency theory 

because...

Application Agency theory 
assumes that...

This could reduce 
blind obedience 

by... 



Year 1 / AS level: Theories / Explanations

Social Cognitive Biological Learning

Agency theory Working memory
model

Brain functioning 
and aggression

Classical 
conditioning

Social impact 
theory Multi store model Evolution and 

natural selection
Operant
conditioning

Social identity 
theory 

Episodic and 
semantic memory

Role of hormones
in human 
behaviour

Social learning 
theory

Realistic conflict 
theory

Reconstructive 
memory inc 
schema theory

Psychodynamic 
explanation of 
aggression



Year 2 / A level: Theories / Explanations

Clinical Criminological Child Health

The function of 
neurotransmitters and 
Schizophrenia

Biological 
explanations:
Brain injury
Amygdala
XYY
Personality

Biological
explanation for 
Autism

One biological 
explanation for  
each of alcohol, 
heroin, nicotineOne other biological 

theory/ explanation for 
Schizophrenia

One non-biological 
theory/explanation for 
Schizophrenia and another 
disorder

Social explanations: 
Labelling and Self-
fulfilling Prophecy 

One other 
explanation for 
Autism

One learning 
explanation for  
each of alcohol, 
heroin, nicotine



Activity 3

Pick a theory/explanation in small groups 
and discuss different strategies you use 
to deliver it.



Delegate Feedback



Section four: 
Assessment of studies



SECTION FOUR:
Assessment of studies
Short response questions (1 – 7 marks)
• AO1 – recall all or a specified part of a study
• AO2 – apply a study to a novel scenario or to Issues and Debates (Issues 

and Debates A-level only)
• AO1/AO3 – identify (AO1) and make judgements (AO3) on strengths and 

weaknesses or explain improvements/refine the study

Extended response questions (8 – 20 marks)

• AO1/AO2 – recall and apply to a novel scenario or Issues and Debates 
(Issues and Debates A-level only)

• AO1/AO3 – recall and strengths and weaknesses 

• AO1/AO2/AO3 – recall, apply, strengths/weaknesses



SECTION FOUR:
Assessment of theories
Short response questions (1 – 7 marks)

• AO1 – recall a theory or key terms from a theory

• AO2 – apply a theory to a novel scenario or to Issues and Debates 
(Issues and Debates A-level only)

• AO1/AO3 – identify (AO1) and make judgements (AO3) on strengths 
and weaknesses or explain improvements/refine the theory

Extended response questions (8 – 20 marks)

• AO1/AO2 – recall and apply to a novel scenario or Issues and Debates 
(Issues and Debates A-level only)

• AO1/AO3 – recall and strengths and weaknesses 

• AO1/AO2/AO3 – recall, apply, strengths/weaknesses



Activity 4

Sort the questions into their different 
Assessment Objectives (AOs)



Delegate Feedback



Support

Subject Advisor: Julius Edwards

Email: TeachingPsychology@pearson.com

Telephone: 020 7010 2190

Twitter: @EdexcelScience

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
a-levels/psychology-2015.html
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Other useful links
1. Grade Boundaries

This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain 
grade for all UK and international examinations. Also refer to the 
examiners report which is available for download with other 
documents.

2. Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade 
outcomes of candidates sitting Edexcel 
examinations.

3. Results Plus
‒ Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of 

your students’ exam and mock performance.
‒ See your students’ scores for every exam question. 
‒ Understand how your students’ performance compares with 

Edexcel national averages.
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Any questions?

Thank you for 
attending this event.

How did we do?
Please fill in the evaluation form that you’ll 

receive via e-mail in a few minutes.



There’s so much 
more to learn

Find out more about our range of events at 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/training




